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Ready, set, decorate!
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It's probably too late to expect your home to look llke the Trall of Lights, but you stlll can add a few simple touches to makeyour yard look festive.
TAMIR KALIFA FOR AMERICAN-STATESMAN

With Christmas just around
the corner, it’s not too late to
get the house looking festive.

By Carolyn Lindell
SpeclaltotheAmerican-Statesman

Brennan McDonald, 75, stuck 50 ornaments onto
the pointed ends of the plants In her Central Austin
yard. The whole operatlon took about 30 minutes.
CONTRIBUTED BY CAROLYN LINDELL
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Every monthwe feature a different home
Improvement tip. Find more storles
and avideo of tips ataustin360.com/

yourhome.
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Georgia Buchtel, who
has the enviable title of

Christmas manager at
A-Tex Christmas Store on
Burnet Road. The store,
open through the holi-
days, is in the A-Tex Fami-
ly Fun Center, which sells
hot tubs, pools and more.

The store offers a se-
lection of lights, includ-
ing the bigger, more old-
fashioned-style bulbs, as
well as LED lights, which
are popular for a variety
of reasons.

“They are more ener-
gy efficient, and they're
supposed to last longer,”
Buchtel said. “They’'re a
lot brighter.”

To save time — remem-
ber, it is less than a week
until Christmas — and to
pack more punch, you
might consider purchas-
ing larger decorations
that come with plenty of
lights ready to go. They
might cost more thana
plain strand of lights, but
who’s the one who wait-
ed this long to finally be
merry?

A-Tex sells colorful star
spheres with 100 indoor/
outdoor lights.

“They usually just hang
them from the trees,”
Buchtel said.

In addition, for a quick
bit of cheer, you can line
the front walkway with
candy cane path lights.

A-Tex also offers cus-
tom wreaths and gar-
lands with indoor/out-
door lighting, and dec-
orated with various rib-
bons, beads, bows and
more.

“You can go simple or
elaborate,” she said.

Stay safe, Santa

Keep in mind, as you
put up lights and orna-
ments — especially in
your last-minute haste —
that each year people fall
from ladders while holi-
day decorating, accord-
ing to the U.S. Consum-
er Product Safety Com-
mission.

One of the commis-
sion’s safety recommen-
dations is “Always place
your ladder on level and
firm ground.” Other sug-

Quick decoratlons canhaveyour
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Christmas is davs away and you’ve finally
Home continued onE6  the front of your house
has nothing festive to show for it. The place
lighted landscape of a Grinch
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home locking festive In a hurry. Larry Linscomb went
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with Inflatables, Including a10-foot snowman. CONTRIBUTED BY CAROLYN LINDELL

gestions are at http://1.
usa.gov/IBWTAtr.

In addition, a 2013 re-
port by the National Fire
Protection Association
says that from 2007-2011,
“holiday lights and oth-
er decorative lighting
with line voltage were in-
volved in an estimated av-
erage of 150 home struc-
ture fires per year. These
fires caused an average of
nine civilian deaths, 16 ci-
vilian injuries, and
$8.4 million in direct
property damage per
year.”

So be careful out there.

Among the report’s
safety tips, it advises fol-
lowing the manufactur-
er’s instructions. Addi-
tionally, “Lights with
worn, damaged or bro-
ken cords or loose bulb
connections should not
be used.” More safety
guidelines can be found
at nfpa.org.
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Checkyour lights before
you plug them Into make
sure they are safe. If the
wires look questionable,
start over with new lights.
PHOTOS.COM.

Alternatives

You could opt not to
use lights for outdoor
decorating — or you could
hire help.

Steve Huskey, of Tex-

as Christmas Lights In-
stallers, said many of his
clients are women who
“don’t want to geton a
ladder or can’t get ona
ladder.”

Huskey said he has had
crews working all over
Central Texas on jobs
large and small.

“We've got crews that
can install lights on sky-
scrapers. We've got crews
that can install lights on
just a house,” he said.
Though they have been
busy this season, calls
tend to slow down this
close to Christmas, Hus-
key said.

“The phone stops ring-
ing after Dec. 15,” he said.

For folks wanting to il-
luminate the yard quick-
ly, Huskey recommends
using net lights, though
he cautioned they have a
limited shelf life.

“The easiest, quick-
est thing to get lights on
the house is those nets,”

L8

0f g
(4]

fem= ==
sne saia, cre-

he said. “You can have
shrubs and trees done in
an hour.”
« Some holiday decora-
. tors — even those who
Ipt don’t procrastinate — pre-
fer to avoid using many
lights, while getting deco-
rations up fast.

For the second year,
Lesley Woods in the
Brentwood neighbor-
hood decorated a pear
tree in her front yard
with large ornaments
hung from fishing line
and ribbons. (How about
a partridge in that pear
tree, too!)

“It’s much easier (than
hanging lights), and to
me, more people appre-
ciate it,” Woods said. “I
get alot of positive com-
ments.”

Woods said she and
several friends had fun
tying the 40 or so jumbo
ornaments and bells on-
to branches on Thanks-
giving Day. Working with

Add awreath toyour door and try to string lights around
S— the frame. CONTRIBUTED BY CAROLYN LINDELL

others to help hold tree
limbs, she said, “You can
geta lotdone in 30 to 45
minutes.”
Though one recent-
Iy broke hitting the tree,
she said the ornaments
— which she picks up at
stores and sales — don’t
usually get damaged.
“The larger ones need
to be hung far enough
away from the trunk so
they don’t hit,” she said.
After the holidays, she
cuts the ornaments down
and stores them in her at-
tic, she said.
Nearby, Larry Lin-
scomb has livened up
his yard for years with
huge inflatable snowmen
and Santa Clauses. This
year, his yard includes
a 10-foot blow-up snow-
man — $58, Linscomb
said — waving at passers-
by, along with an 8-foot
Santa. Tigger wearing a
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Lesley Woods decorated a pear tree in her front yard with large ornaments hung from ﬂshlng line and ribbuns She said |

the project took about 30 minutes. CONTRIBUTED BY CAROLYN LINDELL

P

Home Eﬂ
continuedfrome6 =
Santa hat also greets

visitors, and another San-
ta pilots a helicopter. He
previously had an inflat-
able nativity set.

He used to put lights
on the house and trees,
but this is simpler and
less treacherous.

“I don’t want to be up
on the roof,” said Lins-
comb, 69. Setting up the
inflatables takes only a
couple of hours, he said,
compared with four to
five hours for the lights.

Besides, he loves the
reaction from others.

“The kids in the neigh-
borhood like them,” he
said.

After the holidays, he
deflates the decorations
and fits them all in plas-
tic crates.

He enjoys decorat-
ing his yard throughout
the year, with Halloween
scarecrows and Easter
bunnies.

“I'm a big kid at heart,”
Linscomb said.

@ After the holidays

i geﬂler, such as separate
Once the holidays have | boxes for lights, orna-
passed, your work isn’t | ments, wreath and so on.

over.It'stimetogetor- | Clearly labeling con-
ganized — and possibly, tainers will be helpful for
stocked up — for next | next year, too, she said.
year. Lastly, you might want

Jennifer Lava, a pro- | to pick up items on clear-
i fessional ofganizer, said ' ance, especially if you

| the post-holidays provide | need to replace worn-out §

| an opportunity to assess i goods that you just got

| what you have. | rid of.
“The first thingIwould | “I’'m not the biggest fan
| recommend is to gather | of encauraglng peop]e to

l everything together as far | | acquire more stuff,” La
| as the holiday stuffgoes | vasaid, “but right after
and see, ‘Do I really want (-]ﬁrlstmas, a lot of stuff

to use this next year?" ” will go on sale.... You
Lava said. Ifitems don’t ~ could replace those lights
work or you don’t like right away ... if you know
them anymore, then it’s you are going to need
time to get rid of them. new lights because you
Having a clear ideaof = have cleared out the bad
what you have helps you  ones.”
figure out the best way Lava, president of the
to store everything, she Austin chapter of the Na-
said. tional Association of Pro-

“Some of it comes
down to how much space
you have to store it in,”
she said. “If you have a
limited amount of space,
maybe things all do have
to go together in one con-
tainer.” Otherwise, you
can put similar items to-

fessional Organizers, en-
courages declutter-ers to
attend Clear Your Clutter
Day on 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Jan. 31 at Bethany United
Methodist Church, 10010
Anderson Mill Road. In-
formation is at napo
austin.com.

Put up some candy canes or dlsplays that alraar.ly h.'we
lights attached to make decorating easler. AMERICAN-
STATESMAN 2003

the holidays, she said.
“The week after Christ- |
mas it definitely is a pri-
ority for a lot of our cus-
tomers,” she said. “They

come in and they are like,
“OK, we need to get ev-
erything packed away.””

As well, some places

; collect and recycle old

 holiday lights, such as the
Recycling Center on Des-
sau Road, which even
pays by the pound, said

i manager Linda Drago.

“We are trying to avoid
7 polluting landfills,” she
said.

. After cleaning out the

« holiday debris, you might
| want to find the most

_ suitable containers to put
stuff away.

“Getting the right box
and the right number of
boxes for your project is
definitely the key,” said
Jenny Hanna-Chambers,
of the Container Store on
Research Boulevard.

The store offers many
different sized contain-
ers, she said, including
those that could be used
for “awkwardly shaped
outdoor decor.”

A popular container
has a hinged, attached
lid, she said, which
makes it easier because
“you are not misplacing
your lid.”

The store sees a lot of
hustle and bustle after
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